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I think the attached might go to the Press. AH deserves a
mention, for he is a very uncommon youth. My personal requests
in another paper. Yours,                                     T, E. LAWRENCE

[Enclosed with foregoing letter]

On November the eleventh a detachment of the Northern
Army of Sherif Feisul, under the command of Sherif AH ibn
Hussein el Harith, attacked the Railway and troop trains between
Deraat and Amman. Two locomotives and some coaches were
completely destroyed, and a bridge blown up. The Turks lost
heavily in killed and wounded. The Arabs lost seven men.

[I also print here Lawrence's report in The Arab Bulletin No. 79
of the Battle of Tafila which Liddell Hart has described in
'T. E. Lawrence': In Arabia and After as 'a gem of a battle' and
a 'parody of military orthodoxy'. Lawrence's humour found
scope in his description in Seven Pillars of WisdomJ]

IO2:   THE BATTLE OF SEIL EL-HASA
January 26 [1918], {Arab Bulletin, No. 79]                              Tafila
A Turkish temporary regiment, commanded by Hamid Fakhri
Bey, acting G.O.C. 48th Division, and composed of 3/151,
i/152, a murettab battalion of 150, with a company of gendarmes,
a detachment of 100 cavalry, two Austrian quick-firing mountain
guns, and twenty-three machine guns, was railed to Kalaat el-
Hasa station on January 19, and left Kerak on January 23 to
retake Tafila. The troops had been hurriedly collected from the
Hauran and Amman commands, and came forward from Kerak
short of supplies, and leaving no food and few men there.
On January 24, they came in contact in the afternoon with our
patrols in Seil el-Hasa, and by night had-driven them back into
Tafila. The Sherifian officers had laid out a defensive position on
the south bank of the great valley in which Tafila stands, and
Sherif Zeid left for this about midnight, taking with him the
sixty regulars and 400 irregulars (Ageyl, Bisha, Muteir) who had